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“One Cutting Permit” Info Sharing/Referral Process

When applying to develop blocks and roads under the “One Cutting Permit” (CP) the woodlot licensee, or professional working on the licensee’s behalf, will initiate the consultation process by sending an information sharing package to the appropriate First Nations.  The Consultative Areas Database (CAD) ftp://ftp.geobc.gov.bc.ca/pub/outgoing/CAD/CAD_Public_Map_Service-User_Guidance-Technical_Instructions.pdf, or DKA First Nations referral areas by Mapsheet list should be used to determine who the appropriate First Nations are.  Once the information sharing packages are sent out, the licensee should make a diligent effort to follow-up with First Nations to ensure they received the packages, request their responses, and offer to meet with them.  The information sharing period should be carried out over a 30
 day period.  At the end of the 30 days, the licensee should summarize the process they undertook, what they learned through the process, and submit that summary with the One CP application.  Thompson Rivers District staff will then continue the consultation process for another 301 days.
Note that although formal information sharing is only required at the time of application for the One CP, it is expected that the licensee will maintain relationships with First Nations and provide ongoing updates to them when any new blocks or roads are proposed.  It is recommended that licensees notify First Nations program staff of proposed development (blocks or roads) 45 days prior to submitting a notice of commencement.  The notification should include an updated First Nations information sharing summary that documents information sharing that occurred since the issuance of the One CP.  This will enable government staff to ensure that the duty to consult continues to be met, and licensees to avoid unexpected delays should further consultation be required.
The information sharing package should include a letter and map that contains information about the blocks and roads proposed for the term of the cutting permit (as far as it is known at the time of application) as well as the expected length of the permit term.  

Letter

The letter should ask First Nations to share information about how the proposed blocks and roads may impact cultural heritage resources and First Nations’ aboriginal interests.  It is recommended that the Woodlot Licence holder refer on a larger area than anticipated to allow for amendments to the final application area.  The letter should contain language that links to the woodlot licence plan commitment for additional information sharing for any new or amended planned activities not initially shared during the One CP process.  It should also indicate that the information sharing period will span 30 days and state the date on which it is anticipated to conclude, and it is recommended that the letter provide an offer to meet to discuss the proposed permit.  Attached is a Provincial guide for proponents about how to engage with First Nations.  The Aboriginal Affairs Forester at the Thompson Rivers District is available to review licensees’ letters and offer suggestions regarding their wording if requested.  This person can be contacted at 250-371-6500.
Map

The information sharing package should include a map that clearly depicts the location of all of the development activities being proposed for the term of the cutting permit if that information is available.  The map should include all the planned locations of blocks and roads, and be provided at a scale and level of detail that enables First Nations to locate them on the landscape.
Other information
The woodlot licensee should be prepared to answer site specific questions that might be posed by First Nations in response to the initial information sharing package and respond to requests for supplemental information.  These might include requests to see archaeological, wildlife, hydrologic or other assessments, or requests for digital mapping files (in GIS format).

Woodlot License Plans

The process for consultation and information sharing on a woodlot license plan (WLP) or major WLP amendment is similar to that described for the One CP and is consistent with Section 17(1)(3) and (3.1) of the Woodlot Licence Planning and Practices Regulation under the Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA).  When a licensee prepares a WLP or major amendment he or she must share information with First Nations for a period of 301 days and then submit a summary and results of the information sharing process to Thompson Rivers District staff.  District staff will then continue the consultation process for another approximately 301 days prior to forwarding the plan to the Decision Maker for decision.
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

The process for gathering archaeological site information is based upon the Kamloops Land and Resource Management Plan (KLRMP) and supported by the Kamloops Archaeological Overview Assessment (AOA) process.  The KLRMP requires all WLP holders to conduct a survey for archaeological information in all medium and high potential sites.  The AOA process has been legalized in most WLPs and was updated in 2011 to incorporate new mapping data.  Archaeological sites consist of the physical remains of past human activity, are finite in number, and are susceptible to disturbance.  The protection and management of impacts to archaeological sites is governed by the Heritage Conservation Act.  An application for One CP will require the WLP holder to conduct archaeological work as per the WLP objective prior to initiating operations.  
Cultural heritage resources (CHRs) are distinctly different from archaeology and are defined as the focus of a traditional use, by an aboriginal people, that are of continuing importance to that people and not regulated under the Heritage Conservation Act.  In other words, FRPA does not consider archaeological resources as cultural heritage resources being managed by the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations.
Unlike archaeology, the process for gathering cultural heritage data is not well defined in the Thompson Rivers District.  Many First Nations may see cultural heritage resources and archaeological sites as different dimensions of one type of information - information that contributes to the broader understanding of how First Nations people lived, and continue to live, on the land.  It should be noted that cultural heritage resources will vary with each First Nation and are not to be considered static as First Nations understanding, practices and knowledge changes over time.  This is why ongoing communication with all First Nations with asserted interests on each woodlot is important to building relationships that will more effectively help in the information sharing of their cultural heritage values that are meaningful and effective.
Typically a Preliminary Field Reconnaissance (PFR) will be undertaken to assess the archaeological potential on proposed development areas.  A PFR will not usually assess cultural heritage resources, and a WLP holder should continue to engage First Nations for input into proposed developments to understand the extent of cultural heritage values that may be impacted by the proposed developments.
� Note that the 30 day timeframes are approximate and can be extended if required to ensure meaningful engagement, or shortened if conclusive responses are received from First Nations before the 30 day period ends.
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